January 30, 2015

Statement from Lawsuit Reform Alliance of New York Executive Director Tom Stebbins
on Mayor de Blasio’s Recognition of Frivolous Lawsuits’ Impact on NYC
“We applaud Mayor de Blasio’s recognition that frivolous lawsuits are major drain on the city coffers.
As comptroller Stringer recently reported, New York City spends more on lawsuits than on parks,
libraries and aging combined, to say nothing of frivolous lawsuits’ impact to the private sector.
We can fix this. We need to reform the rule of “joint and several” liability (where a party 1% at fault
can be held 100% liable) to a more equitable “fair share” system, where liability is proportional to
fault.
We also call on the mayor to support reform of the archaic and ineffective “Scaffold Law,” which
holds contractors and property owners (including the City) fully liable in lawsuits for gravity-related
construction injuries regardless of any contributing fault of a worker. Disaster relief organizations like
Habitat for Humanity have identified the Scaffold Law as a major impediment to rebuilding efforts in
the wake of Superstorm Sandy. Affordable housing advocates have also called for reform of the
Scaffold Law. The School Construction Authority has noted that they paid an additional $215m in
insurance costs due to the Scaffold Law in 2014 alone, enough to build several new schools.
Meanwhile, our kids go to school in trailers.
We need stop spending taxpayer dollars on frivolous lawsuits, and start spending them on the things
that really matter to New Yorkers.”
-Tom Stebbins, Executive Director, Lawsuit Reform Alliance of New York
Contact: Phoebe Stonbely | PStonbely@lrany.org | 518.512.5265
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The Lawsuit Reform Alliance of New York (LRANY) is a nonpartisan not-for-profit association of
businesses, professionals, healthcare providers, membership organizations, taxpayers, and concerned
citizens committed to changing New York’s legal system to help create jobs and energize our economy.
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